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the Bars in the prohibited zone can be called provisionally to
another Bar.
(iii) Notaries. By virtue of a law published on July 28, 1941,
all associations of notaries were dissolved. A single " chambre des
notaires" is established in each departement, a "Conseil regional'*
at the seat of each Court of Appeal, and a " Conseil superieur du
notarial:" attached to the Keeper of the Seals. In Paris, however,
it is the Chamber of Notaries that plays the part of the Regional
Council.
These various organizations are to play very nearly the same
part as the councils of the Orders of Barristers. A decree published
on the same day lays down the rules for their initial formation.
(iv) The Medical Profession. A law of August 16, 1940, laid
down similar measures with regard to the practice of medicine^
dentistry, veterinary surgery, and pharmacy (Decret d'application
published June 6, 1941).
A further exception to the principle of the exclusion of those
who are not French by descent is provided in favour of those who
have brought honour to their adopted country in the domain of
science. By the terms of an order published on June 6, 1941,
requests for exemption are examined by a special commission
sitting at the offices of the Secretary-General to the Ministry of
Health: for doctors in active practice the request automatically
suspends the application of the law. The grant of exemption does
not dispense with the necessity for the application for registration
referred to below.
It should be noted that Le Journal (August 21, 1940) had stated
that in 1939, in the departement of the Seine alone there were 6970
doctors of foreign origin in practice. It seems that this figure is
greatly exaggerated. An official communique of the Vichy Govern-
ment (Radio-Paris, May 18,1941) stated that 4000 doctors and phar-
maceutical chemists of foreign origin were practising in France,
that the papers of 1000 of these had already been examined, and
that 200 had been authorized to continue in business.
A law of October 7, 1940 (modified by a law published on
August 3, 1941), established the "Order of Doctors." No person
may henceforth practise medicine unless authorized by a Conseil
Depattemental, whose decisions may be the subject of an appeal
before a higher council. This is the "Conseil de POrdre des
Medecins," or General Medical Council, which works with the
Secretary of State for the Interior; its members are appointed by
decree; a member of the Council of State acts as its legal adviser.
Decisions of this Council of the Order with reference to refusals of
registration can be made the subject of appeals before the Council of
State on the grounds of action ultra vires.